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LEGISLATIVE MANDATE (NATIONAL)
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• Constitution Section 24: Everyone has the right 
To an environment that is not harmful to their health or well-being

To have the environment protected for the benefit of present and future generations through reasonable legislative and other measures that:

I. Prevent pollution and ecological degradation

II. Promote conservation 

III. Secure ecologically sustainable development and use of natural resources while promoting justifiable economic development 

•  

Key Enabling Policy and Legislation:

•  Integrated Pollution and Waste Management White Paper

• NEMA and NEM: Waste Act (No 59 of 2008) [NEMWA] as amended

• National Waste Management Strategy (NWMS)

• Provision of Basic Refuse Removal Services to Indigent Households policy

• National Pricing Strategy for Waste Management Charges

• Persistent Organic Pollutants, Ozone Depleting Substances, Polychlorobiphenyls Regulations

Norms & Standards

Assessment of Waste Landfill 

Disposal, 2013

Domestic waste Collection, 2013

Disposal of waste to Landfill, 2013

Remediation of Contaminated Land 

and Soil quality in the Republic of 

South Africa, 2014

Storage of Waste, 2013 

Extraction, Flaring or Recovery of 

Landfill Gas, 2013

Scrapping or Recovery of motor 

vehicles, 2013

Sorting, Shredding, Grinding, 

Crushing, Screening, Chipping or 

Baling of General Waste, 2017



FROM INTEGRATED POLLUTION AND WASTE MANAGEMENT 
POLICY TO 2020 NWMS.
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GENERAL APPROACH
Based on the Waste Management Hierarchy
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NATIONAL WASTE MANAGEMENT STRATEGY KEY 
PILLARS  (NWMS 2020)

1.Waste Minimisation:

Prevent waste, and where waste cannot be prevented, divert 45% of waste from 
landfill within 5 years through reuse, recycling, recovery and alternative waste 
treatment; 55% within 10 years; and at least 70% within 15 years leading to Zero-
Waste going to landfill.

2. Effective and Sustainable Waste Services:

All South Africans live in clean communities with waste services that are well 
managed and financially sustainable

3. Compliance, Enforcement and Awareness:

Mainstreaming of waste awareness and a culture of compliance with zero tolerance of 
pollution, litter and illegal dumping
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GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE
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• National Government

• Responsible for matters pertaining to Hazardous waste, coordinating the implementation of the Waste Act and 
development of national regulations and policies

• Co-ordinating the development and implementation of the National Waste Management Strategy (NWMS)

• Support Provinces and Local Government

• Provincial Government

• Regulatory authority on general waste matters

• Coordinating the implementation of the waste act in provinces

• Support district and local government

• Local Government

• Exclusive authority to collect and dispose waste

• Implementation of the Waste Act, Policies, Regulations etc



GOVERNANCE MODEL
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National  Waste 
Management 

Officer 

Provincial Waste 
Management Officer (9) 

Municipal Waste Management Officer 
(257)

Working Groups - SM
Mintech - HoDs
Minmech – Minister & MECS

Provincial Waste 
Forums – Province 
& Municipalities



SOURCES OF FUNDING
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Source Type Source description Institution

Government grants Municipalities may apply to national/ provincial 

government for grants for infrastructure development e.g. 

Municipal Infrastructure Grant which funds infrastructure 

for basic services targeting the poor

National/ Provincial 

Departments

Contributions from 

revenue

Funding acquired from rates and taxes. Considered 

cheaper than external/ internal loans. Can be used to pay 

for smaller capital items such as furniture and equipment

Municipality

Donations and public 

contributions

Donations may be from local/ foreign donors for specific 

need e.g. disadvantaged communities

Individuals, Banks



SOURCES OF FUNDING
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SOURCES OF FUNDING
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Opportunities and financing 

• Municipal Infrastructure Grant which was only for 
immovable assets was amended in 2021 to allow 
for the purchase of waste vehicles 

• Improve waste collection

• Clear illegal dumping

• Improve landfill site management

• Introduced Extended Producer Responsibility 
(EPR) Regulations in 2020 

• Packaging waste,

• Electronic waste, 

• Lighting, 

• Pesticides, 

• Portable batteries, 

• Lubricant

• Process to review metro trading services 
underway in partnership with world bank

• Metropolitan municipalities are struggling to 
improve basic services

• Incentive grant has been established for 
municipalities to restructure their waste 
divisions to be stand-alone entities to 
improve:

• Accountability 

• Balance sheet 15



Opportunities and financing 

• Process to review funding of local government 
underway:

• Funding for local government is currently 90% 
from rates and 10% from national government

• Due to economy in South Africa struggling, the 
communities are unable to pay for services

• The review intends to find ways to finance local 
government efficiently as they are responsible 
for majority of implementation

• Undertaking feasibility studies to pilot alternative 
treatment technologies for organic waste and plastics 
through partnership with GCF and end to plastic 
alliance 

• 6 Municipalities have been selected to undertake 
a full feasibility study for introducing treatment 
technologies for organic waste

• Scale up the implementation of the technologies 
to the rest of municipalities and reduce green 
house gas emissions 

• Raise revenue from sale of products produced 
e.g. biogas, compost etc

• Waste Bureau entity of National Government from 
plastics levy

• Levy collected from sale of plastic to be 
used to assist municipalities
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THANK YOU!
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Mr Malcolm Mogotsi

Director: Municipal Waste Support

Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment

Tel: +27 82 881 3378|     email: mmogotsi@dffe.gov.za

Website: http://www.environment.gov.za

Address: The Environment House, 473 Steve Biko Road, Arcadia, 
Pretoria, 0083 
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